May 2022
Suntree, FL
Melbourne Beach, FL

Our Mission Statement:

“We are followers of Jesus Christ for the sake of the world.”

From the Pastor’s pen. . .
May Sermon Series
Let’s Celebrate
May is a month full of celebrations. At
Advent, we will celebrate springtime;
mothers and all those who show
motherly love; life milestones like
confirmation, graduations, and
retirement; and remembering those
who paid the ultimate sacrifice for
our country. We will talk about how
God is present in these celebrations.
How can we connect with God the
creator, Jesus the Son, and the Holy
Spirit and each other through these
celebrations?
April 30/May 1, 2022
Theme: Celebrating Springtime! May
Day is a public holiday celebrated
on May 1 in many different cultures
worldwide. It is a day of unity,
togetherness, and rebirth, a day for
everyone to come together and
celebrate new life. Through the life,
death, and resurrection of Jesus, God
did something new and calls us to
follow Jesus in a new way.
Readings: Ecclesiastes 3:1-15, Psalm
30, Revelation 21:1-6, & John 21:4-19
May 7/8, 2022
Theme: Celebrating Mothering!
Some cultures celebrate “Mothering
Day” instead of “Mother’s Day” and
celebrate all those who have had a
mothering influence on our lives. God
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shows us perfectly mothering through
compassion, care, rest, healing,
tenderness, and encouragement. We
celebrate God’s mothering love for
us and ask the Holy Spirit to help us
share the same love throughout our
relationships.
Readings: Isaiah 66:5-13, Psalm 91,
James 5:7-11, & John 19:25b-27
May 14/15, 2022
Theme: Celebrating Graduation
Milestones! We will celebrate all those
graduating to the next year or phase
of their life. God celebrates these
accomplishments! As God walks with
them to guide their way, we will talk
about how we can love and support
them on their journey of faith and life.
Readings: Proverbs 3:1-6, Psalm
119:105-112, 1 Timothy 4:4-16, & John
13:31-35
May 21/22, 2022
Theme: Celebrating Faith Sharers!
We will celebrate all those who have
shared the good news of Jesus Christ
with us throughout our lives. We have
faith because they shared their faith.
We are especially celebrating the
ministry of Pastor Rick as he retires
on May 22. Pastor Rick picked all the
scripture for our worship this weekend.
Readings: Isaiah 6:1-13, Psalm 19,
Romans 5:1-8, & Matthew 13:1-9

The 2022 Annual
Congregational Meeting
May 8 Confirmation
Melbourne Beach Campus
Will and Penelope Warren
will be confirmed
May 28/29, 2022
Theme: Celebrating Remembering!
We will celebrate, remember, and
reflect on the people who have
sacrificed their lives for faith and
freedom. Ultimately, we celebrate our
savior Jesus Christ, who died on the
cross and rose from the grave to save
all of humanity.
Readings: Lamentations 3:22-33,
Psalm 82, Philippians 2:-11, & John
15:9-15
I am Looking forward to celebrating
with you this month of May and
seeing how we will connect with God
and connect with each other!
God Bless,

Our 2022 Annual Congregational
Meeting will be held on Sunday, May 22,
2022, at 12:30 p.m. in the Advent Suntree
Campus Sanctuary. This meeting will be
in-person. We will be discussing annual
reports and voting on Congregational
Council members. Look for further
information on annual reports and
council nominees in the weekly email,
website, and weekly Messenger.

Retirement Celebration
for Pastor Rick
Sunday, May 15, 1 - 3 pm
Melbourne Beach Fellowship Hall
Open to our entire Advent family! Join
us as we honor Pastor Rick’s Service.
RSVP to Lynn Newman, email address
Lynn62050@aol.com. A basket will be
available for cards. Pastor Rick’s last
Sunday will be Sunday, May 22. Pastor
Rick will be attending the 11:00 a.m.
worship service at our Suntree Campus
on May 22 to say farewell.

Melbourne Beach:
“Have you heard the latest?”
Wednesday, May 11, 6:30 – 7:30 p.m.
Melbourne Beach Fellowship Hall
Everyone is invited to this continuing
conversation from our last meeting in
April. Hear the latest news about the sale
of the campus and future plans after
Pastor Rick retires. We want everyone to
know the current details.
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Thank you!
As I prepare to enter the retirement
phase of my life, I want to thank the
Melbourne Beach congregation for all
that you have done for me and the
church during my tenure as your pastor.
We have had quite the adventure over
the past 5 ½ years with many twists
and turns that none of us could have
anticipated. Through it all, you have
been faithful to serve the Lord.
I would like to begin with thanking Pat
Ferris for all that you do in scheduling
our volunteers and making sure that
everything is ready, and everyone knows
what to do (even me).
Thanks to Betsy for her wonderful gifts
of music, service, and language. It is
a delight to work with you. Preschool
chapel was always a highlight of my
week. Thanks to the choir who offered
their musical gifts to our worship; Joan
Lauttamus, Janet Brockwell, Deb Gum,
Patty Cooper, Gordon and Dana Yurich,
Gordy Anderson, Bill Ferris, and Peter
Baron-Krieger.
Thanks to John Fred and Jan Michaela,
and Gordy and Nancy Anderson for
setting up the altar and communion
supplies every week. Your Saturday
morning efforts made Sunday worship
happen. Thanks to Gloria Handling for
making liturgical COVID masks for me. A
color for each season!
Thanks to Bill and Shirley Piper for
helping out behind the scenes. Thanks
for repairing the benches, Bill for fixing
about anything, for the bread runs, and
Shirley for leading our Christian Service
team. Thanks also to Gordy Anderson for
helping out with the bread runs.
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Thanks to all our worship team! For
Deb Gum, Lynn Newman, Peter BaronKrieger, Melanie Arnold, and Gordon
Yurich as Assisting ministers; for Barry
Feodoroff, Sue Kiebler, Gloria Handling,
Danika Warren, Bill Ferris and others as
readers; for our resilient tech team of
Kim Maidof, Tammy Mussler, Jon Arnold,
Dieter Gum, and Ryan Stansifer on slides
and sound (especially with the constant
changes and livestream!), and our
ushers, Ed Mussler, Mario Amaral, the
Ferris’s, Kurt Greiner and Barry Feodoroff.
Thanks to Jeff Handling for checking the
security of the building every Sunday
morning.
I wanted to thank those who helped
with the Grace Kids club after school
program: Debbie Hogan, Mario and
Linda (aka Ms. Peach) Amaral, Bill Ferris,
Anne Marshall, Julie Lo Sasso, and Jy
Bowman. We had a great time with
those kids! You really made a difference
in their lives.
Thanks to Gary Roverud who continues
to lead our men’s Bible study even from
another state. Thanks to Katie Watson for
helping me with pastoral care needs.
Thanks to Ellen Williams and Don Rydeen
for preparing for Sunday dinners. Always
delicious and delightful! Thanks to Karen
Lucher for continuing in her father’s
tradition and setting up coffee and
goodies every week. Thanks to Julie Lo
Sasso for coordinating fellowship events
and special Christmas music programs.
I’m sure that I have missed a few (Pat
Ferris will let me know who), but I will
chalk that up to an aging memory rather
than intentional oversight.

I have deeply appreciated all of your
support and encouragement to me.
Your compliments for my preaching and
Bible studies are deeply felt. My desire
was to help each one of us be a better
follower of Jesus Christ for the sake of the
world. My hope is that we may continue
to love one another and thereby fulfill
the command of the gospel.
Blessings,

Springtime is upon us!
As the Florida’s flora blooms I pray that
the Holy Spirit continues to blossom
and grow and bring new life into our
community. In my observation, one of
the greatest gifts God has given us is
the ability to grow and learn throughout
our whole lives. Whether it be new
knowledge, skills, or understandings, or be
it deeper engagement with what we’ve
already experienced, our potential as
individuals and as the body of Christ is
quite a thing to behold when we step
back and look at it.
While in his eighties, world-class cellist
Pablo Casals was asked why he still
practiced several hours a day. He replied,
“Because I think I am making progress.”

The Maxwell James
Oskam Foundation
Golf Scramble

Saturday, June 11, 2022
1:00 Shotgun Start
Suntree Country Club: Melbourne, FL
The Maxwell James Oskam Foundation
was established in memory of Maxwell
James Oskam, who passed away due
to complications of an aggressive
pediatric cancer called neuroblastoma
at only three months of age. Max’s
parents Paula and Todd, are Advent
members.
Golfers: $400.00 per foursome.
Non-Golfers: $30.00 per adult for
dinner at 5:00 p.m. To register,
please visit: www.beatcc.org/
maxwelljamesoskamfoundation

Following Jesus and studying His word
is the same for me (though I wouldn’t
presume to believe I am world-class
anything). Each day is a new day for
faithful steps, growth, learning, and
deeper understanding.
Springtime’s literal and immediate
reminders of Christ’s resurrection is indeed
cause for celebration. I look forward to
seeing you as our paths cross along our
walks of faith in Jesus.
And, as always, the invitation is warmly
extended to anyone
interested in praising
God through music with
the Disciple 13 band
or tinkering behind the
scenes. Until next time
friends, may God’s
Peace be with you!
-Andy Harrington
Contemporary Music Director
stband@adventlutheranbrevard.org
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Agape Feast
Special thanks to our “Servers for
Christ” who prepared and shared the
delicious Maundy Thursday Agape
Feast for all of us. What a beautiful
sight to see all of them wearing their
“Living Generously Action Team”
Tee shirts, compliments of Thrivent
Financial who provided grant monies
for our Agape Feast. Our members
were so blessed by the food and
the delightful conversations and
companionship of our 38 church
family members. The Feast was
followed by a memorable and
moving service as the wooden cross
was carried to the altar area to close
the service in darkness. Amen.
“Servers for Christ”
1. Danika Warren
2. Joan Lauttamus
3. Janet Brockwell
4. Pat Camp
5. John Szkrumelak
6. Betsy Stansifer
7. Melanie Arnold
8. Mario Amaral
9. Linda Amaral
10. Lynn Newman
11. Pete Baron-Krieger
12. Delayne Wells
13.Karen Lucher
14.Julie Lo Sasso
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Suntree Campus
Easter Egg Hunt

Updates from Call Committee

The call committee has met twice, on
March 24 and on April 20. On March
24 the committee had an introduction
to the call process provided by ELCA
representative Connie Schmucker.
On April 20, the committee agreed on
roles for each member. The committee
also discussed the council input
memo received and the plan for the
congregational survey.

Women’s Ministry

The Women’s Ministry meeting is
scheduled for 10 am on the first Monday
of each month. Bible Study for Women
is held at 11 am, following the meeting.
Both of these events are held in the
Education building on the Suntree
campus.

Melbourne Beach Men’s
Breakfast & Bible Study

Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study will meet
Thursdays, May 5th & 19th at 7:30 AM.
The study will continue from Hebrews. We
will continue to bring our own breakfast.
Coffee and pastries will be available. If
you have any questions, please call Bill
@ 321-951-2384.
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ADVENT LUTHERAN CHURCH
7550 N. Wickham Road
Melbourne, FL 32940
AND
1805 Oak Street
Melbourne Beach, FL 32951

May 2022
“We are followers of Jesus Christ
for the sake of the world.”
CONTACT US

Suntree: 321-259-8515
Melbourne Beach: 321-727-1724

(It’s always best to call before stopping by!)

E-Mail: info@adventbrevard.org
Web: www.adventbrevard.org

STAFF
Senior Pastor:
Jeremy Freye
Part-time Pastor:
David Jahn
Contract Pastor:
Rick Funk
Director of Operations:
Ashley Drake-Poe
Pastors’ Assistant:
Lynda Herrman
Bookkeeper:
Katherine Andrews
Financial Secretary:
Renee Hawk
Director of Choirs /
Organist:
Betty Jo Couch
Organists:
Lori Jahn
Betsy Stansifer
Contemporary Music
Director and Praise
Band Leader:
Andy Harrington

Accompanist:
Michelle Widere
Worship Media and
Publications:
Cathy Guilford
Custodian / Sexton:
Tom Hawk, Suntree
Rick Funk, Melbourne
Beach
Melbourne Beach
Preschool Director:
Deb Hogan
CHURCH COUNCIL
President:
Jerry Jamison
Interim Vice President:
Carol Wilson
Interim Treasurer:
Norm Prescan
Secretary:
Kathryn Pulver
Members-at-Large
Dean Boston
Pat Ferris
Doris Jannke

Worship Services in May 2022
SUNTREE CAMPUS
Saturday Service: 5:00 pm - Informal Traditional
Sunday Services: 9:00 am - Contemporary
		
11:00 am - Traditional
MELBOURNE BEACH CAMPUS
Sunday Service:
8:30 am - Traditional
Holy Communion is offered at every service

MAY GOSPEL READINGS
May 1, 2022
Third Sunday of Easter -- John 21:4-19
May 8, 2022
Fourth Sunday of Easter -- John 19:25b-27
May 15, 2022
Fifth Sunday of Easter -- John 13:31-35
May 22, 2022
Sixth Sunday of Easter -- Matthew 13:1-9
May 29, 2022
Seventh Sunday of Easter -- John 15:9-15

