September 2022
Suntree, FL
Melbourne Beach, FL

Our Mission Statement:

“We are followers of Jesus Christ for the sake of the world.”

Photo credit Andy Harrington. Used by permission.

From the Pastor’s pen. . .
Stewardship Series
Make, Teach, Send!

Our primary focus as followers
of Jesus Christ is to make,
teach, and send disciples.
Right before Jesus ascended
into heaven, he sent us to
go and make disciples of all
people and teach
them everything Jesus
taught us. At Advent,
we will make, teach,
and send disciples by
connecting people to
God and connecting
people to people. To
accomplish this mission, we
respond with the appropriate
use of time, skills, abilities, and
material resources, including
money.
When we use material
resources to serve God and
carry out Advent’s mission,
we actively participate with
God in loving one another,
the church, and the world.
When we place money in the
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offering plate, mail it in, or
transfer funds electronically,
we say “Yes” to God. We
commit ourselves to continue
God’s mission to make,
teach, and send disciples of
Jesus Christ.
During these weeks,
we will discuss all the
ministry opportunities
available at Advent
and with our ministry
partners. Discipleship
Interest Surveys will
also be available for people
to fill out and let us know how
they would like to serve this
church year.
September 10/11, 2022:
Live Your Faith
Congregations need to be
financially responsible, but
prudence sometimes drifts
into fear and leads to cuts
that unnecessarily cripple
community life and mission.
Unfortunately, there are no

magic formulas for when to
risk, when to spend, when
to hold the line, and when
to cut. But a congregation
can cut only so much until its
limping life mission threatens
its continued survival. And
when survival becomes the
goal, the mission is often
difficult to fund. Most of
the time, we can do more
than we think, as this Gospel
text reminds us because
we are not doing it on our
own but through the power
of God and within a faith
community.
Theme Scripture:
Luke 17:5-10.
Faith the size of a mustard
seed
September 17/18, 2022:
Choose Wisely
Those who serve God
partake of God’s mission.
When we use our resources
for the mission of God,
we experience a fullness
of participation. When it
comes to material resources,
faithfulness in Luke means

sharing them with the
community so that all in the
community can experience
Christ’s love, grace, and
mercy. If the steward who
stole from the owner could
accomplish something,
how much more might God
accomplish through those
working with God for the
sake of the world?
To make, teach, and send
disciples of Jesus, we must
choose how we use our
resources wisely but be ready
to follow where the Holy Spirit
leads us.
Theme Scripture:
Luke 16:1-13.
A shrewd manager: faithful in
little, faithful in much; serving
God/wealth
September 24/25, 2022:
Feed the Hungry
God invites us to be part of a
world of blessing for all and
to discover that by sharing
our material resources with
others, we participate in
God’s mission. Our generosity
benefits the community and,
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in the process, helps build
up God’s kingdom. As we
connect people to God and
people to people, Advent
needs to be known as a faith
community that loves and
serves those in need by doing
what Christ commands, like
feeding the hungry and
welcoming all.
Theme Scripture:
Luke 16:19-31.
Story of poor Lazarus and the
wealthy man
God Bless,

2022 ELCA
Churchwide Assembly
Wrap-Up
Members of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America
(ELCA) gathered for the 2022
ELCA Churchwide Assembly
on Aug. 8-12 at the Greater
Columbus Convention Center
in Columbus, Ohio. Meeting
under the theme “Embody
the Word,” the assembly
participated in plenary
discussions to make decisions
about the work of this church.
They also spent time in worship
and Bible study.
The triennial gathering — the
highest legislative body of
the denomination — was
composed of more than
900 voting members serving
on behalf of the 3.3 million
members of the ELCA. The
ELCA’s 65 synods elected
voting members to serve at
churchwide assemblies.
35TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
ELCA OBSERVED
In April 1987, the ELCA
constitution was adopted
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in Columbus. The ELCA was
formed by merging three
Lutheran churches – the
American Lutheran Church,
the Association of Evangelical
Lutheran Churches, and the
Lutheran Church in America.
VICE PRESIDENT ELECTED
Imran Siddiqui of St. John’s
Lutheran Church, Atlanta,
was elected to a six-year
term as vice president of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America. The position of
vice president is the highest
a layperson can hold in the
ELCA. Carlos Peña most
recently served as interim vice
president following the death
of Bill Horne last August.
COMMISSION FOR A RENEWED
LUTHERAN CHURCH
The assembly voted to
study church structure
and recommend the 2025
Churchwide Assembly for
amendments and changes. In
summary:
• The Church Council will
assemble a committee
known as the Commission
for a Renewed Lutheran
Church, which will review

the ELCA constitution and
propose changes.
• The commission will report
back to the next regularly
scheduled Church Wide
Assembly, which will take
place in 2025.
• The motion intentionally did
not specify whether there
should be a Reconstituting
Convention, which
would be a specially
called Churchwide
Assembly. Based upon the
recommendations, that
decision was left for the 2025
Assembly to make.
• For now, we continue to live
together under the ELCA
Constitution as it stands.
ADVANCE SALARY EQUITY
The assembly called on
Church Council to consider
commissioning a study of
pay gaps among ELCA
rostered ministers and to
share the findings throughout
the church. The adopted
memorial also encourages
Portico Benefit Services and
the Churchwide organization
to revise bylaws and privacy
policies to facilitate a
deeper understanding of
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compensation patterns among
rostered ministers and calls for
an update to compensationrelated questions in the
Rostered Minister Profile.
SEPARATION AGREEMENTS
The assembly affirmed a
churchwide organization’s
commitment to limit the use
of nondisclosure provisions.
The churchwide organization
also urges other partners of
the ELCA to restrict the use of
nondisclosure agreements,
including as a matter of course
or in termination of calls of
rostered ministers.
ROE V. WADE
The assembly encouraged to
support and prayer for people
affected by the overturning
of Roe v. Wade, including
rostered ministers and lay staff
at congregations and social
ministry organizations. It also
called for a conversation
on the church’s teaching
on abortion, related topics,
and synodical reviews of the
impacts of overturning Roe v.
Wade and other local rulings
on pastoral counseling and the
pastor-client relationship.
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SPECIALIZED MINISTRIES AND
ON LEAVE FROM CALL STATUS
The assembly directed the
Church Council to establish
a process for examining
policies, procedures, and
constitutional provisions
related to specialized ministry
calls and on-leave from call
status, as well as protocols
for removal from rosters and
communication on such
actions. The memorial also
urges bishops and synod
councils to use sparingly
any action that removes a
minister from the roster for
nondisciplinary reasons until this
review process is complete.
GREENHOUSE GAS REDUCTION
The assembly reaffirmed the
church’s commitment to
engage in creation care and
to act in support of a 50%
reduction in 2005 U.S. levels of
greenhouse gas pollution by
2030 and achieving net-zero
emissions by 2050, including
having the churchwide
organization meet these
goals. The memorial also
urges continued work with
the Creation Care Network,
encourages congregants and

rostered ministers to witness
the climate emergency, and
affirms the Mission Investment
Fund’s “Green Building”
initiative.
DIVERSITY, EQUITY, INCLUSION,
ACCESSIBILITY (DEIA) ELCA
GOVERNANCE AUDIT
The assembly authorized the
Church Council to determine
parameters, expenses, and
revenue sources to provide
an external audit of the
“Constitution, Bylaws, and
Continuing Resolutions of
the ELCA” that examines
diversity, equity, inclusion, and
accessibility in the church’s
governing documents. The
memorial calls on the Church
Council to report the audit
findings and directs the legal
committee to recommend
changes.

This Little Light of Mine

In Him was life, and the life
was the light of all people. The
light shines in the
darkness, and
the darkness did
not overcome it.
--John 1:4-5
by Andy Harrington

Every generation, every family,
every person, has struggles
that belong to them. Some
are shared. Some are unique.
God’s love helps us navigate
the darkness. And just like
existence itself, the darkness
will not overcome the light.
Sometimes we need the help
of others and sometimes we
need to be the helpful friend.
The light of Christ shines on us
and through us.
Something I am always aiming
to improve is my awareness of
that light. I can definitely get
“stuck in my head”, just like
I’m pretty sure you can too.
A piece of wisdom someone
once dropped on me went
something like “learning to
give also means learning to
receive.” It is through Grace
and Faith that our efforts can
be true. To me this means
doing my best in every situation
to follow Jesus (receive) so
that his light might also shine
through me (give).
As the tune goes, “I’m gonna
let it shine…”
Praise be to God!
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Bible Studies
and Events
at Melbourne
Beach

and community. Betsy Stansifer is
our leader.

A new group for seniors
“Beautiful You” will start on
Thursdays, October 6,13, 20,and
Melbourne Beach Men’s
27 at 11:00-11:15 A.M. The four
Breakfast and Bible Study will
classes will be led by Betsy
start on September 22nd at
Dennis, a Michigan Speaker
7:30 AM with Coordinator; Bill
Ferris, and Bible Study Leader, and Director of Senior Lectures
Gary Roverud. It was originally and motivational series on
fitness, wellness, spiritual insight
reported to start on Sept.15th,
and better understand how we
please note the change. The
can age more gracefully and
group will be meeting the
joyously. There is no charge
remainder of the year on the
first and third Thursdays of each for these classes. Join us and
discover an exciting new you. To
month.
sign up for the classes contact
Julie LoSasso 248-227-5232 by
The Tuesday Zoom Bible
text or voice message or email
Study will begin on Tuesday,
at jsprung51@gmail.com This is
September 20th at 5:00 P.M.
a community outreach activity.
Melanie Arnold and Kay
Hagaman will be facilitators for Please extend invitations to
neighbors and friends.
September through October.
We have other facilitators
from our group that will lead in A new Devotions class called
“Deliberate Daily Living” will
November-December.
begin on Wednesday, October
12 at 11:15 A.M. in the sanctuary
Sparrows with Prayers, Praise,
at MB Campus. The class will be
and Coffee will kick off on
led by Julie LoSasso. Bring a daily
Wednesday, September 21
devotional guide that you have
at 10:15 A.M.-11:00 A.M. in
enjoyed using with you. Bring a
the Kitchen and move to the
friend to enjoy the meaningful
Sanctuary. Join us to pray for
each other, our church family, discussions with us.
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KidsTown
KidsTown will resume on
Sunday, September 11 at
the 9:00 and 11:00 services.
KidsTown is for children ages 3
through 12 (Preschool through
6th Grade). After the children’s
sermon, Lori Jahn and another
helper will take the children to
the Education Building for a 1520 minute lesson. The lesson will
include a short Bible story and
an activity. The children will
return to their families in time
for Holy Communion.
Lori has received training in
the Godly Play Curriculum and
uses it in the telling of the Bible
Lessons. This fall the children will
learn of the creation, the circle
of the seasons and the church
year. Beginning in December,
we will discuss the season of
Advent and ways that we
prepare and wait for Christ’s
coming. During Lent in the
spring we will discuss the events
of Jesus’ life leading to his
death and resurrection through
a six week series called “The
Faces of Jesus”. Parents are
always welcome to observe
these sessions.
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Volunteers are needed for
every session, for the safety of
the children. No experience
is needed, just a desire to
help these precious little
ones learn about Jesus. If
you are interested in helping
occasionally, please let Lori
Jahn know. Her phone is
321-626-4920 and email is
Lori.d.jahn@gmail.com.

Children’s
Hand Chime Choir
We rehearse from 4:30-5:15 in
the Suntree sanctuary. Children
from grades K-6 are invited to
participate. Music reading is
not required, we will work on
that as a group. Any questions
please contact Lori Jahn 321626-4920 or lori.d.jahn@gmail.
com.

Family Promise Status

Prior to COVID 19
Advent Lutheran
Church supported
Family Promise
of Brevard on a
quarterly basis
overnight “hosting/sheltering”
up to four families for a week
each quarter in the Knoedler
Center.

This was possible due to the
dedication to the program by
Don Rydeen and many of our
congregation volunteers.
As a reminder, Family Promise
of Brevard (FPoB) is a non-Profit
formed in 2007 in Brevard to
serve families with children
who are on the verge or have
found themselves homeless.
FPoB focuses on the root
causes of poverty, as we knowhomelessness is a by-product
of economic instability.
FPoB collaborates with local
congregations to shelter and
feed up to 4 families for a week
at their facilities on a rotating
basis.

Currently (Post COVID) there
are about 10 Brevard County
congregations signed up to
do hosting on a rotating basis.
Advent has not yet committed
to be a hosting congregation
again. However, we did
commit to being a “Support”
congregation. This means we
will provide volunteers at other
church campuses.
Our support at other church
campuses includes the
following type of activity:
1. cooking and delivering
evening meals
2. helping with bedding set up
on a given Sunday
3. being available at a church
campus on a Saturday or on
a weekday evening.
If you are interested in
volunteering, please reach
out to Karin Jamison at
kjamison408@gmail.com for
more information.
The FPoB website has
some great stories about
the families and the
success of the program.
familypromiseofbrevard.org
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ADVENT LUTHERAN CHURCH
7550 N. Wickham Road
Melbourne, FL 32940
AND
1805 Oak Street
Melbourne Beach, FL 32951

September 2022
“We are followers of Jesus Christ
for the sake of the world.”
CONTACT US
321-259-8515

(It’s always best to call before stopping by!)

E-Mail: info@adventbrevard.org
Web: www.adventbrevard.org

STAFF
Senior Pastor:
Jeremy Freye
Part-time Pastor:
David Jahn
Director of Operations:
Ashley Drake-Poe
Pastors’ Assistant:
Lynda Herrman
Bookkeeper:
Katherine Andrews
Financial Secretary:
Renee Hawk
Director of Choirs /
Organist:
Betty Jo Couch
Organists:
Lori Jahn
Betsy Stansifer
Contemporary Music
Director and Praise
Band Leader:
Andy Harrington

Accompanist:
Michelle Widere
Worship Media and
Publications:
Cathy Guilford
Custodian / Sexton:
Tom Hawk, Suntree
Melbourne Beach
Preschool Director:
Deb Hogan
CHURCH COUNCIL
President:
Jerry Jamison
Interim Vice President:
Carol Wilson
Interim Treasurer:
Norm Prescan
Secretary:
Kathryn Pulver
Members-at-Large
Dean Boston
Pat Ferris
Doris Jannke

Worship Services in September 2022
SUNTREE CAMPUS
Saturday Service: 5:00 pm - Informal Traditional
Sunday Services: 9:00 am - Contemporary
		
11:00 am - Traditional
MELBOURNE BEACH CAMPUS
Sunday Service:
8:30 am - Traditional
Holy Communion is offered at every service

SEPTEMBER GOSPEL READINGS
September 4, 2022
Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost -- Luke 14:25-33
September 11, 2022
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost -- Luke 17:5-10
September 18, 2022
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost -- Luke 16:1-13
September 25, 2022
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost -- Luke 16:19-31

Submissions for publication are due the 20th of each month to WorshipMedia@AdventLutheranBrevard.org
Subject to approval.

