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November 2022
Our Mission Statement:

“We are followers of Jesus Christ for the sake of the world.”

Give Thanks
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From the Pastor’s pen. . .
State of the Church 

Address
Growing up, my parents always 
made us children watch the 
State of the Union address by the 
President of the United States. My 
parents wanted to ensure we knew 
what was happening in our nation, 
and it worked!

So, I want to give a State of the 
Church Address, so everyone 
knows what is happening in our 
congregation. If I were to pick a 
theme for the State of the Church, 
it would be from Ecclesiastes 3:1, 
“For everything, there is a season 
and a time for every matter under 
heaven.” Advent is in a season 
of change, and I will discuss the 
following changes Advent is going 
through.
• Melbourne Beach Campus Sale 

Update
• Pastor Dave’s Retirement & 

Celebration 
• Vicar Andy Harrington’s Pastoral 

Responsibilities 
• Calling Our Next Full-time Pastor
• New Part-time Pastor 

Melbourne Beach Campus 
Sale Update

The original contract signed 
between Advent and Rock Harbor 
had two 30-day extensions for the 
closing date. An amendment was 
signed to use the extensions, and 
the closing date is extended to and 
shall occur on or before January 
31, 2023. Council President Jerry 
Jamison has been working with 
a group at the Melbourne Beach 
Campus to prepare the property 
for closing. 

Pastor Dave’s Retirement & 
Celebration 

Pastor Dave will officially retire on 
December 31, but his last Sunday 
will be December 11. Pastor Dave 
will preach at the Melbourne 
Beach Campus on Sunday, 
December 4, and at the Suntree 
Campus on Saturday, December 
10, and Sunday, December 11. 
Representatives from the Florida-
Bahamas Synod will be at both 
worship services on December 11. 
We will have a reception in Pastor 
Dave’s honor after our 11:00 am 
service in the Fellowship Hall. A 
letter from the Church Council will 
be coming with more details. 
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Vicar Andy Harrington’s 
Pastoral Responsibilities 

If you have not heard, our Director 
of Contemporary Music, Andy 
Harrington, has started his seminary 
journey to become an ordained 
pastor in the ELCA. Much of his 
training and learning will happen 
here at Advent. He will lead 
worship, preaching, teaching, and 
visiting, all under the supervision 
of Pastor Jeremy. With these new 
responsibilities comes a new 
title, Vicar. Vicar is a title for a 
seminarian in training and will 
help Andy and the congregation 
understand his new role. We are 
excited to help and see Vicar Andy 
grow in faith, confidence, and 
ability!

Calling Our Next Full-Time 
Pastor 

Due to the lack of qualified 
candidates, the Congregational 
Council has given the Call 
Committee new guidelines to open 
the search to candidates with 0-3 
years of experience, including 
recently graduated seminary 
students. The new guidelines 
include this being an Associate 
Pastor position, and we are no 
longer looking for a co-pastor. The 
job description has not changed, 
and this pastor will be the Pastor 
of Discipleship, overseeing the 
following ministries and other 
pastoral responsibilities:

• Children’s Ministry
• Jr. High/Confirmation Ministry 

Small Group Ministry
• High School Ministry
• Young Adult Faith Formation
• Adult Faith Formation Groups
• Bible Studies 
• Milestones Ministry 
• Small Groups

New Part-Time Pastor 
As we work on calling another full-
time pastor, we will be having a 
new part-time pastor join the staff 
in January. Pastor Cindy Werner 
is currently the pastor at Messiah 
Lutheran Church in Cocoa part-
time. Messiah will be closing its 
doors in December and no longer 
be a worshiping community. Pastor 
Cindy will preach about once a 
month, teach a weekly Bible study, 
and help with pastoral care. Pastor 
Cindy was an intern at Advent 
with Pastor Hartman and is excited 
to serve at Advent again. The 
following is a personal message 
from Pastor Cindy. 

“Siblings in Christ,

Some of you may remember me 
from my internship at Advent. 
For some, I’ll be the ‘new guy. 
However, I am not a stranger to 
these parts.
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I grew up in Eau Gallie and have 
always considered myself a 
Floridian. My New York cousins 
maintain to this day that I have 
a southern accent. A product 
of Brevard County schools and 
coming from a long line of 
teachers, I became an educator 
too and spent over 22 years 
either in the classroom or as a 
coordinator of math, science, and 
technology. I simply love learning. 
In fact, I remember my daddy 
saying that when he stopped 
learning, he might as well be dying. 
I feel the same way.

It wasn’t until my children, I have 
three, were grown that I answered 
the call to ministry. I knew 
something was missing, I loved to 
teach, but I wasn’t teaching what 
I was meant to teach – I needed 
to grow into what God wanted for 
me. So, at the age of 50, I went to 
seminary. While I struggled with the 
decision, anxious about my age, 
ability, etc., God spoke through 
others and experiences, and I 
finally  answered.

God continued to walk before 
me and enable me to grow in 
faith, knowledge, and in the skills 
needed to be a pastor. My home 
congregation and my mom’s 
home congregation, St. Paul and 
Messiah, supported me financially. 
Advent took me under its wing as 
an intern, and I consider it to be 

the bedrock of my formation as a 
pastor. My first call was to Joy, in 
Palm Bay, and I will never forget my 
ordination there, which included 
a joint choir from all three of these 
churches. I was then called to 
Messiah. Now, I return here and am 
overjoyed to do so – to see what 
God has in store for us and to work 
together in making disciples.

I pray that I may be a blessing to 
you in this time and place even as 
you were to me.

In Christ,

Pastor Cindy Werner”

There is a season and time for 
everything, and I look forward to 
walking with you into this season of 
change that is upon us at Advent! 

God Bless,
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
I am so excited to announce that our praise band, Disciple 13, will be putting 
on a free concert! You are invited to attend and celebrate 
with us! The concert will coincide with the beginning of 
the Season of Advent, which will make for an extra special 
afternoon. We’ll be playing some familiar praise tunes as well 
as some other songs that maybe you just might recognize. 
The date: November 27th. The doors will open at 2:30 and the 
concert will begin at 3:00. God Bless you and I hope to see 
you there! Respectfully Yours-Vicar Andy Harrington
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Worship Recordings
Instead of Livestream 

Beginning Sunday, October 30, we 
will no longer be Livestreaming our 
Sunday morning worship services. 
Instead, we will post a shortened 
version of our worship services, 
including music, scripture, and 
sermon. We plan to post these 
services on our YouTube Channel by 
Sunday evening (youtube.com/c/
AdventLutheranChurchBrevard). 

Decorating the Suntree
Campus 

Saturday, November 26 at 10:00 am.
Volunteers are needed Saturday, 
November 26, to decorate the 
lobby and sanctuary for the 
Advent and Christmas seasons. 
Please come if you can help 
decorate the tree, hang the 
sanctuary and narthex greens and 
wreaths, change paraments, hang 
outdoor wreaths, and do various 
miscellaneous tasks. Some jobs 
require climbing ladders. Please 
email Lori Jahn, lori.d.jahn@gmail.
com, if you can help. 

Season of Advent
Small Groups 

We will be forming small groups to 
discuss an impactful devotional 
book to celebrate and draw 
closer to God. Small groups will 
be using the devotional book 
God with Us. This 30-day journey 
includes devotions for the four 
weeks leading up to Christmas 
based on the Advent themes of 
hope, love, joy, and peace. Small 
groups will start meeting the week 
of November 27. Please contact 
Pastor’s Assistant, Lynda Herrman, if 
you are interested in joining a small 
group. 

Food Pantry
We are asking for donations of 
$20 Walmart or Publix gift cards 
to distribute to our Pantry families 
this Christmas.  There will be a 
box set up in the Suntree campus 
narthex to receive the gift cards.  
Melbourne Beach donors may 
put them in the offering plate. 
There are many people in need in 
Brevard County.  Our Food Pantry 
has seen a significant increase 
in the number of hungry families 
compared to last year.  Please 
prayerfully consider helping with 
this important ministry.
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Deliberate Daily 
Devotions Class

You are invited to join us 
Wednesdays at 11:15 A.M -12:15 
P.M. This is an interactive class 
where we all participate. Each 
is encouraged to bring one of 
their favorite devotions from their 
readings.  With love from your “The 
Deliberate Daily Devotions Class” 
at Melbourne Beach.

Sparrows with Prayers, 
Praise, and Coffee 

We meet Wednesdays at 10:15 
A.M.-11:00 A.M. in the Kitchen and 
move to the Sanctuary. Join us to 
pray for each other, our church 
family, and community. Betsy 
Stansifer is our leader. 

The following 
people have 

donated to Advent 
in memory of 
loved ones:

In memory of:
Ruth Heitzman - Louise Breitfeller, 
Melanie and Jon Arnold, Ron & 
Li Klein, Robert & Joanna Spina, 
Pamela Wieseler, John Hanson 
Clark & Kristine Panning

Jacqueline Rowe - Allan & 
Dorothy Schilling

Seminary Student 
Scholarship Fund

These funds help ease the financial 
burden of seminary students who 
are members of Advent. Currently, 
Advent has one seminary student, 
Vicar Andy Harrington. You can 
give online by visiting our website 
adventbreavrd.org. Click on 
Giving and follow the directions 
until you see the Seminary Student 
Scholarship Fund. You can also 
mark your donation for the 
Seminary Student Scholarship Fund 
and place it in the offering plate 
or send it to the Suntree Campus 
office.

Angel Tree Gifts
Once again, we are sponsoring 
the Angel Tree on behalf of the 
Guardian Ad Litem group in 
Brevard County. The Guardian 
Ad Litem group helps abused, 
neglected, and abandoned 
children in Brevard. The Angel Tree 
with gift tags will be available in the 
church lobbies starting November 
19/20.
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Melbourne Beach Used Book Sale

Loading used book sale items with donor, Bobbie Leigh and Pete Baron-
Krieger for Melbourne Beach Campus Book-sale. Donations will benefit St. 
Stephens Way providing support and family housing for homeless families 
with children in Brevard County. Sale concludes Sun. Nov.6, 9:30-11:00 
am, MB Campus.

Saint Stephen’s Way thanks all parishioners for their interest and financial 
support over the past five years. We will be with you at 
your MB campus on Sunday, October 30th at your Back to 
Church and Reformation Sunday Celebration. John Farrell, 
CEO will present our beautiful  powerpoint presentation 
to show our progress. We began the final phase of 
construction of our affordable housing community. The 
date of completion is in Spring, 2023 and will have forty, 
3-bedroom 2-bath units and a community center to provide 

supportive services to house 40 low-income families. Thank you in advance for 
having your  Used Book Sale to provide additional support to our project.
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Worship Services in November 2022Worship Services in November 2022
SUNTREESUNTREE CAMPUS CAMPUS

 Saturday Service:   5:00 pm - Informal Traditional Saturday Service:   5:00 pm - Informal Traditional
 Sunday Services:   9:00 am - Contemporary  Sunday Services:   9:00 am - Contemporary 
  11:00 am - Traditional  11:00 am - Traditional

MELBOURNE BEACH CAMPUSMELBOURNE BEACH CAMPUS
 Sunday Service:  8:30 am - Traditional Sunday Service:  8:30 am - Traditional
      

Holy Communion is offered at every serviceHoly Communion is offered at every service

NOVEMBER GOSPEL READINGSNOVEMBER GOSPEL READINGS
November 6, 2022November 6, 2022

All Saints Sunday -- Luke 6:20-31All Saints Sunday -- Luke 6:20-31

November 13, 2022November 13, 2022
Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost -- Luke 21:5-19Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost -- Luke 21:5-19

November 20, 2022November 20, 2022
Christ the King  -- Luke 23:33-43Christ the King  -- Luke 23:33-43

November 27, 2022November 27, 2022
First Sunday of Advent -- Matthew 1:18-25First Sunday of Advent -- Matthew 1:18-25

ADVENT LUTHERAN CHURCH
7550 N. Wickham Road
Melbourne, FL 32940
 AND
1805 Oak Street
Melbourne Beach, FL 32951

“We are followers of Jesus Christ 
for the sake of the world.”

CONTACT US
321-259-8515

(It’s always best to call before stopping by!)
E-Mail: info@adventbrevard.org
Web:  www.adventbrevard.org

STAFF
Senior Pastor:
Jeremy Freye

Part-time Pastor:
David Jahn

Director of Operations:
Ashley Drake-Poe

Pastors’ Assistant:
Lynda Herrman

Bookkeeper:
Katherine Andrews

Financial Secretary:
Renee Hawk

Director of Choirs / 
Organist:

Betty Jo Couch

Organists:
Lori Jahn

Betsy Stansifer

Contemporary Music 
Director and Praise 

Band Leader:
Andy Harrington

Accompanist:
Michelle Widere

Worship Media and 
Publications:

Cathy Guilford

Custodian / Sexton:
Tom Hawk, Suntree

Melbourne Beach 
Preschool Director:

Deb Hogan

CHURCH COUNCIL
President:

Jerry Jamison

Interim Vice President:
Carol Wilson

Interim Treasurer:
Norm Prescan

Secretary:
Kathryn Pulver

Members-at-Large
Melanie Arnold

Dean Boston
Nancy Brown
Doris Jannke

Lynn Newman

Submissions for publication are due the 20th of each month to WorshipMedia@AdventLutheranBrevard.org
Subject to approval.


